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the marvelous background which should inspire its narrative. Again, while Jeremiah 
has many good points, no person, student or otherwise, can read that book intelligently 
without first arranging it in chronological order. That is positively essential if an 
Occidental is to understand it. 

The New Testament is more comprehensive and clearer in its language for persons 
who are not acquainted with the technique of the Bible. 

The book will do good with the right kind of an instructor behind it. 

PR. 

Clark, Francis E. The Holy Land in Asia Minor. New York: Scribner, 

1914. 154 pages. $1.00 net. 

The seven cities of the Book of Revelation are rarely visited. In fact, they are 
scarcely known to Bible students. Christian Endeavor Clark, as he is often and justly 
called, made a tour of western Asia Minor to visit the sites of those old cities. Smyrna 
is the only one of any consequence now in existence. The others are either in ruins 
or mere squalid villages. Six of them can be reached by rail, and are thus more easily 
accessible than many sites of Palestine. 

The author paints a pleasing word-picture of the modern town or ruin, of its 
ancient importance, and of the character of the church, as implied in John's message 
to it. He cannot forget that he is a preacher, for occasionally he drops from his 
descriptive and historical narrative to the moralizing of the pulpit. The sixteen full- 
page illustrations are well made and give the reader a fair idea of the places described. 
But why should not the author or the publishers, who certainly know the value of a 
map, supply this book of travel, for that is what it is, with at least a simple sketch map 
of Asia Minor, so that the reader can localize at once the place he is reading about? 
It would be worth more than any illustration given in the book. Neither is there an 
index of any kind. Pr, 

Von DobschOtz, Ernst. The Influence of the Bible on Civilization. New 

York: Scribner, 1 914. 190 pages. $1.25 net. 

Historians are profoundly interested in the dynamic value of the Bible. Since 
its production and dissemination in the world what influence has it exerted on civil- 
ization ? Who is able to measure that influence ? He is a rare man who feels himself 
competent to pass judgment on that question. It involves both a definition of civil- 
ization and a history of the Bible, either topic large enough to occupy an entire volume. 

This work is broken into eight chapters to cover the period of time from the New 
Testament to the present day. "The Bible Makes Itself Indispensable for the Church 
(to 325 a.d.)," the theme of chap, i, specifies its place in the church prior to Constantine, 
while chap ii, "The Bible Begins to Rule the Christian Empire (325-600 a.d.)," describes 
the power of Christianity in the Roman Empire, especially as seen among the admin- 
istrative authorities. Chaps, iii, iv, and v deal with the Bible among the German 
nations (500-800 A.D.), as one basis of mediaeval civilization (800-1150 A.D.), and as 
the inspiration of non-conformist movements (1150-1450 a.d.). The author's delin- 
eation is that of the progress of religion as represented in the Christian church and 
some of the elements which the Bible inspired in the life of the nation as aside from the 
church. Chap, vi, "The Bible Trains Printers and Translators (1450-1611)," is a 
history of the Bible within that period with only a tangential relation to civilization. 
Chap, vii, "The Bible Rules Daily Life (1550-1850)," and chap, viii, "The Bible 



314 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Becomes Once More the Book of Devotion," are quite superficial in their discussions. 
The author does not grasp the bigness of his theme with that masterfulness which it 
demands. In fact, the complexity and vastness of the influence which he seeks to 
describe quite elude him in the latter half of his instructive volume. 

Pr. 

Peake, A. S. The Bible: Its Origin, Its Significance and Its Abiding Worth. 

London: Hodder & Stoughton; New York: George H. Doran Co., 1913. 

xxxvi+513 pages. $2.00 net. 

Students of the Bible welcome everything that will clarify the puzzling problems 
that stare them in the face whenever they take account of the advances of modern 
critical study. Professor Peake has had many years' experience in the classroom and 
fully appreciates the layman's perplexities. For more than ten years he has been pub- 
lishing popular articles and reading papers before assemblies which have set forth the 
modern views of the Bible. 

The present volume of twenty-four chapters contains nothing new and is rather 
miscellaneous in character; that is, the themes treated do not constitute a unit. 
The mere naming of the subjects will indicate the diversity of the separate chapters. 
Of these, in order from the first, we find "The Situation," "The Method and Temper 
of the Apologist," "New Light on the Bible," "The Bible in the Original Languages 
and in English," "The Problem of the Canon," "The Lower Criticism," "The Legiti- 
macy and Necessity of Biblical Criticism," "The Story of Old Testament Criticism," 
"Reasons for the Critical View of the Old Testament," "The Conservative Reply 
to the Old Testament Critics," "The Critic and the Apologist," etc. 

Part of the first chapters have already appeared in the Sunday Strand, and other 
parts in the Contemporary Review and the Interpreter. At least four papers read before 
meetings of various kinds find publication here. 

The author presents his opinions in clear, concise English, easily understood. 
His position is fundamentally the modern one, with only slight variations here and 
there tending toward conservatism. The superabundant use of the first personal 
pronoun sometimes becomes, to say the least, rather monotonous and insipid. 

The book is eminently healthful reading for the layman who would know the 
really modern view of the Bible, its origin, significance, and permanent value. 

Pk. 

OLD TESTAMENT 

Deimel, Antonius, assisted by Romeo Panara, Jos. Patsch, and Nic. 

Schneider. Pantheon Bdbylonicum, Nomina Deorum e textibus cuneiformi- 

bus excerpta, etc. Rome: Sumptibus pontificii institute biblici, 1914. 

xvi+264 pages and 35 plates. 

A volume which will be of the greatest help to students of the cuneiform literature 
is the Pantheon Babylonicum, an alphabetical arrangement of the names of all the 
Babylonian deities with citations of the passages where these are mentioned. The 
use of the volume in the classroom for a few months has revealed a number of incon- 
sistencies, which do not, however, impair the usefulness of the work. 

D. D. L. 



